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THE SQUIRREL  

I am going to begin this week’s newsletter with some requests that 

have raised a concern or a worry. We have seen a rise in reports 

coming into school regarding children having WhatsApp groups and 

then what is being posted in them. Some of the posts are really quite 

unkind and not nice. Please could families regularly check their 

children’s posts online to include WhatsApp and please let us know if 

you are concerned because we will support in school to help develop 

positive choices online.  

You would have received a couple of emails regarding parking on 

Newport Road. I can only say that the phone calls that we have 

taken have been so upsetting and I completely understand their 

concern and frustrations. Newport Road is a main road and traffic 

appears to travel at speed. Please avoid parking in this area. The 

Park and Ride is just up the road and is a safer place to park. I am 

aware that it is a tricky crossing and one of our families mentioned 

about having a Crossing Attendant. Some years ago the council 

ceased funding this role and I know schools have funded the post 

themselves but unfortunately this is not an option for us at the 

moment. It might be something that we could do a community fund 

for or ask local businesses to sponsor but I am not sure they would 

even allow us to have a person at the crossing by the Park and Ride 

due to not having a visual distance prior to a crossing. Parking can be 

easily solved if we just make the choice to park considerately. Thank 

you.  

Next month is Active Travel Month and we have really increased 

the amount of children and families who walk, scooter or ride to 

school. It would be great if more families chose to leave the cars at 

home and walk, scooter or ride. It would be environmentally more 

friendly too. Since I have begun walking to school with Daisy it does 

really make you enjoy the start of the day and Daisy loves it too. I 

know that we have to get more scooter and bike racks and once we 

have a little bit of funding available we will look to do this too.  

I had the privilege of spending time in classes today looking at 

maths but I was concerned with some of the uniform choices 

coming into school. Please can you make sure that the children have 

full uniform and look smart and are proud of our Lanesend family. I 

know that it does not impact on learning but it does impact on 

children’s pride, wellbeing and having a sense of belonging and our 

Lanesend family is important to us all.  

A little polite request from The Den team, please can you avoid 

ringing the Den bell multiple times. The Den team often poke their 

heads out and see who it is and get the children ready to bring to the 

front. Obviously, after 5 minutes if your child has not appeared then 

please do ring it again. Thank you.  

Next week we have our HERO (Here Everyday, Ready On Time) 

week, where the children are given a raffle ticket in recognition of 

being ready to start the school day and at the end of the week the 

name is pulled and a little gift is sent their way!  

 

 

Valuing school and making every day count is now more important 

than it ever has been for our children who have already missed so 

many days that they will never get back. Pre-Covid I was so proud of 

our attendance in school as it showed that our children enjoyed 

coming to school and that our families valued school and education 

and we sat within the top ten percent of the country. We have not 

returned to this fabulous achievement since before Covid (if you 

were off for Covid related reasons this does not impact on your 

attendance) I would really love for all our children not to miss 

another day of school ever because every day counts and once lost is 

gone forever. It is also so important for the children to hear positive 

interaction around school so that they know coming to school is 

valued by everyone. We may express our own experiences of school, 

the classic one that is always mentioned is when adults around 

children will say ‘I was no good at maths’ or ‘I didn't like maths’ 

which then becomes the children’s thought process. I make a real 

point that when I am in the class and they are doing maths that I tell 

them how much I love it. The children now know how much I love 

maths. Simple messages, have a big impact. Families are the biggest 

impact on our children’s growth.  

We have a couple of sporting events this week. Year 6 have just 

returned from an Athletics event where they were placed 2nd and 

will return next week. Congratulations Year 6!  

 

 

 

 

Tomorrow there is a football match at Ryde. Good luck to all. The 

Wonderfell Theatre Company return next week on Thursday and 

Friday for Years R and 1. We are also taking some children from 

Years 4 and 5 to a maths challenge at Ryde School. It has been three 

years since we last attended. It will be lovely for the children to get 

together with some children from other schools. 

As you are aware masks are not longer mandatory, however as a 

school we are going to ask our visitors and staff on the gate to 

continue to wear masks. We are not changing our Covid procedures 

just yet as nationally numbers are going up a little so I am now 

looking at Easter to see if changes can be made in school. Our 

numbers in school remain low as we have two adults and 7 children, 

although this is an increase from last week.  

My big word focus for tomorrow is ‘Truth’ and we will be exploring 

this big word over the next three weeks. Then it will be half term, as 

it is February on Tuesday! I came out of school this week around 

5pm and it was not dark and it felt lovely! Spring feels a little bit 

closer. Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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Well done to our Year 6 

Athletic Team who came 

2nd place! 



FOR YOU 
Issue 17    Thursday 27th January 2022 

 

EV3s—We have sent out our EV3 Trip form. 
Please complete this on school forms and send it 

back to us as soon as you can so we can keep 
our records up to date. Thank you.  

Dates for The Diary 
 

Monday 31st January—HERO Week 

Thursday 3rd February—Wonderfell Theatre Years R & 1 

Friday 4th February—Wonderfell Theatre Years R & 1 

Monday 7th February—Peter Murray Author—Years 5 & 6 

Friday 11th February—Dance Live—Portsmouth Guildhall 

Last Newsletter’s Answer: M 

This Week’s Debate… 



Issue 17    Thursday 27th January 2022 

 

Well done to Team Slytherin who have taken this week’s 

House Point lead and the lead for the term so far.  
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Reception— Talk to me about... what capacity means and how we can measure the 
capacity of a container.  

 Words to use... full/empty/half full/ half empty/ nearly empty/ nearly full. 

Tips for the week... ask the children to retell the story of Little Red Riding hood remember 
Talk for Writing sentence starters unfortunately, luckily, and finally.  

We have been reading... Little Red Riding Hood and Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

Year 1— Talk to me about....instructions- what do we use them for, how do we 
write them?  

Words to use...first, next, then, finally (time connectives).  

Tips for the week...Find examples of instructions at home, like recipes, lego 
instructions, directions on the back of food packets. 

We have been reading...Hansel and Gretel, The Twits.  

Year 3 – TALK TO ME ABOUT division 

WORDS TO USE equal, groups, share, how many 3s fit into 21... 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK try using items at home as percussion to follow the rhythm of a 
certain song 

WE ARE READING Fantastic Mr. Fox, I Am the Seed who Grew the Tree, Land of 
Neverbelieve 

Year 4- Talk to me about... how to do short division. We have been practising in school 
this week. 

Words to use... tempo, dynamics, crescendo, decrescendo, rhythm, pitch, notation. 

Tips for the week... engage your readers by building suspense in your writing e.g. ‘an 
ominous figure’ or a ‘mysterious howl’. 

We have been reading... 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' by William Shakespeare and 
'Black Dog' by Levi Pinfold. 

Year 6— Talk to me about the life cycle of an oak tree and the events throughout history 
that it must have witnessed. Perhaps I could go and search for the oldest tree on the Isle 

of Wight! 

In maths we are continuing to master fractions and decimals and getting quicker at 
recalling our tables. 

In English we are learning the skills to write a narrative about Little Red Riding Hood. Talk 
to me about how to use a prepositional phrase and why the semi-colon almost caused a 

duel! 

 

 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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Our Skill this month is Teamwork, and also a link for families to access more tasks at home to 
build on essential skills. https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone
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